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Memories spill over,  
the rivers of my mind 

Ever flowing, trying to unwind 
Myriad chapters of life,  

entwined through the years  

The joys, laughter and love,  
the struggles and tears. 

Blessings of family & friendships, 
woven together 

A tapestry  treasured,  
lasting forever. 

December Events at 
Smith 

11 Conchords Chorale 
2:00pm 

24 Christmas Eve Services 
7:00 & 11:00pm 

òMemoriesó - A Poem 

By Larry Wood  

In the beginning of Smith Memorial 
and for many years, sound support 
was directly proportional to the lung 
capacity of whoever was speaking or 
singing.   

Orson Goodrich was involved with 
the beginnings of our AV/Sound de-
partment in the 80õs.  Orson retired in 
the 70õs after working at KOIN for 25 
years as a film editor.  Additionally 
Orson brought experience from his 
work in entertainment while in the 
service in WW II and from owning 
his own theatre in Bellingham, WA., 
after leaving the service.  Some may 
recall the movies he and Slider col-
laborated on, running the projector 
from the library to the screen in the 
back of the sanctuary.  With his help 
the church purchased our first lapel 
and hand held microphones and re-
lated equipment.   

Additionally, Orson and his wife Ruth 
began our first tape ministry.  Orson 
helped bring in the Williams Assisted 
Hearing System and was instrumental 
in building cabinets for our growing 
sound equipment. 

When I first came to Smith the sound 
system was located in the library.  At 
the start of each service someone 
would turn it on, pull up the channels 
and walk away from it, leaving it un-
manned for the service.  This created 
interesting sound òeffectsó at times.  I 
often would sit in the library as a 
means of dealing with chronic pain 

(AV HistoryðContinued on page 4) 

History of Sound  
& AV Support at Smith 

by Marilyn Rasmussen  

Why do so many people think 
Sunday School is just for the chil-
dren? I attended Sunday School 
when I was growing up and have 
continued to attend most of my 
adult life.   

We are very fortunate to have an 
excellent Adult Sunday School 
Class taught by Van Brink.  Van 
has such an interesting way of 
bringing the Bible to life and ap-
plying the Bible's message to our 
lives. 

It isn't always easy to get up early 
enough to make it to the church 
by 8:30 on Sunday morning, but a 
lot of you used to come to the 
8:30 church service.  

I highly recommend you give Sun-
day School a try.  We never get 
too old to learn more about God's 
Word.  

I would like to add that I was not 
solicited to write this. I just felt 
led to let people know what they 
are missing.  Hope to see you in 
the Upper Room for Sunday 
School. 

Who Needs  
Sunday School? 



 

2   Smith Memorial NEWS  |  December 2011  |  Over 120 Years of Christian Love  

 

 

 

 

By Cynthia O'Brien  

Heard about Grandma and the reindeer?  Sometimes the holi-
days add so much stress that by Christmas morning we feel like 
we got run over.  Iõm already receiving concerned looks:  òOh, 
this is going to be a busy time for you, isnõt it?ó 

I anticipate a beautiful, peaceful season.  Sure, there will be 
worship services, musical events and celebrations with family 
and friends.   But we wonõt be overwhelmed.  Rather, weõll be 
focused on the themes of Advent:  hope, love, joy and peace.   

Itõs not so hard to do.  Take a moment to consider these con-
nections between the season and your daily life: 

Joy ð find it.  Whatõs your favorite Christmas activity?  View-
ing Christmas lights, singing favorite carols, baking cookies 
with real butter?  Christmas is a time for lavish celebration.  
Pick the best and enjoy!  But you donõt have to do everything. 

Hope ð share it.  In the midst of the merriment, sorrows of-
ten become more intense.  For the person who has no money 
for presents, or who is alientated from family or friends, or 
who is grieving, Christmas can be painful.  Watch for signs of 
despair or loneliness in those around you, and share some 
hope.  

Love ð give it.  A plate of cookies, a coupon for babysittingé 
Gifts donõt have to be expensive, but they can be powerful 
statements of how much you love and value someone.   Christ-
mas cards are a deep blessing when you add a personal message 
of what the person means to you.   

Peace ð reflect it.  While everything was crazy with angels, 
animals and Magi, Mary quietly pondered these things in her 
heart.  This year, trade worry and fretting for relaxing in con-
versation with God and friends.  Take your turn in the kitchen, 
then sit down.  Whatever happens, maintain your quiet center.  
God is with you.  

Sermons & Services 
Sundays at 9:30am  

December 4 
Communion Sunday 
Chancel Choir 
9:30am òEyes to Seeó  
Mark 8:14-26     

December 11                                                            
Spirit Sunday, a special day to involve the con-
gregation in casting vision for 2012 

9:00am Continental breakfast for all (no Sunday 
School) 
9:30am Worship with Jubilant Bells 
òYou Are the Christó 
Mark 8:27-9:1                                                 
2:00 p.m. Concert by the Conchords 

December 18 
9:30am òLet the Little Childrenó Mark 9:33-50 
healing prayers, Chancel Choir 

Saturday, December 24 
Christmas Eve 
7:00pm Family service with baptism, stories and 
carols 
11:00pm Communion service with choir and 
bell choir 

Sunday, December 25 
9:30am Christmas Day Worship 
Worship, childrenõs choir 

Sunday, January 1, communion 
9:30am òThe Rich Young Manó Mark 10:17-31 

On the  
Advent Road  
to Christmas  
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REMINDER TO ALL SESSION 
COMMISSION ELDERS:  
ANNUAL REPORTS are due in the 
office by December 31. Please sub-
mit your report in Word format OR 
email.  Thank you in advance for your 
prompt and timely reports.  

Å Attendance in October: High 172 

(George Fox Choir), Low 86, Av-

erage 118.   

Å Task force proposal approved. 

Å Sanctuary Windows Committee 

presentation by Gary Grimes. Pro-
ject placed on hold until funding 
can be secured. 

Å Pastor Cynthia and Tom Shaw will 

attend Presbytery this month. 

Å New commission assignments dis-

cussed. 

Å Girl Scouts to use church 2nd & 

4th Tuesdays of the month. 

Å Next Session Meeting: Tue Dec 13 

Session Highlights 

The Sanctuary Windows Committee 

continues to work on a theme and de-

sign for the new windows on the south 

wall of the sanctuary.  At its Novem-

ber meeting the Session tabled a pro-

posal for immediate funding of the 

windows project as they are also con-

sidering several other projects. 

Sanctuary Windows 

The next step in òRebuilding Our Life 
Togetheró happens on Sunday, Decem-
ber 11, as we experience òSpirit Sunday.ó  

Everyone is invited to meet in Fellow-
ship Hall at 9:00 a.m. for a continental 
breakfast before adjourning to the sanc-
tuary.   

A special order of worship will allow 
time for each individual to complete an 
important survey. Completed anony-
mously (you will be asked to not sign 
your name), your responses will provide 
Session with significant input to set the 
future direction of Smith Memorial.  

In Christ, 

Your Session  

Session Announces 
òSpirit Sundayó Dec 11 

This is the time of year when 
needs seem to be the greatest. 
Thanks to each of you for all 
that you give to the Deacons 
and the trust you put in them. 
Every meeting, every request, 
everything done is with a great 
amount of prayer and consid-
eration. We always ask for 
guidance from above and 
most of all that we are doing 
what He would want. 

Touching the community in 
several ways is our constant 
outreach. You should be 
aware of the frugalness of our 
people.  

We set aside money for Fair-
view Elementary and then 
several of our people took the 
money and hit every school 
supply sale available. This in-
creased the original gift more 
than 2 ½ times. More than 3 
dozen pumpkin pies were se-
cured, so some of east Mult-
nomah county residents could 
enjoy a meal you might pro-
vide for your family.  

We assisted with keeping a 
couple different families in 
their homes and having a roof 
over their head. The list goes 
on and on but most of all the 
appreciation given to us, our 
church and blessings given to 
God make our time worth 
every second given. 

Thanks for allowing us to be 
deacons. 

Linda Adams and 

LeeAnne Kindel  

Deacon Co - coordinators  

Deacon NEWS 

SnowCap Socks  
& Underwear Tree 

We will be providing underwear and 
socks again this year for SnowCap. 
Items may be placed on or under 
the tree during the month of De-
cember. Thanks for your contribu-
tions. 

Parish Life &  

Mission Commissions  
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issues.  At some point I was asked if 
I would be interested in sitting at 
the board and trying to figure things 
our.  Shortly after that several of us 
were able to attend a Sound Engi-
neering Training Seminar provided 
by Bruce Lee of Pro V Sound, Jack-
sonville, FL.   That was the begin-
ning of a profitable relationship be-
tween Bruce and your Sound/AV 
team.  Over the years, many of us 
have received training from him 
when he came through the Portland 
area. 

Recruiting additional, reliable, com-
petent help became a priority.  Tom 
Shaw joined our team, followed by 
Terry Shaw and Steve Fedderson.  
Additionally Carlie and Cassie Shaw 
have helped over the years. 

A major need was to move the 
sound system from the library into 
the sanctuary.  Hanging out the li-
brary window to hear what was hap-
pening in the sanctuary was difficult 
at best and not productive for good 
sound support.  With thoughts of 
remodeling and the loss of the li-
brary it seemed like an ideal time to 
make that move.  A platform was 
built, equipment moved and a grad-
ual process began.   

In the years since we were able to 
replace old equipment, first with the 
purchase of a used Yamaha Sound 
Board and later with our present 
Allen and Heath, 28 channel board.  
The purchase of the Allen and 
Heath Board was made possible by 
a specific donation to meet our ex-
panding needs.  This allowed us to 
move our Yamaha board over to 
connect with computers and use it 
for recording and live mixing of the 
service and other special events.  
The addition of computers further 
allowed us to begin experimenting 
with projecting texts, hymns and 
videos to the screen at the front of 
the sanctuary.  With this we began 
the transition into a Sound/Audio 

Visual team. 

Just when we thought we were in 
good shape with our microphones, 
the FCC sold off the radio frequen-
cies that had been used by churches 
for wireless microphones, giving all 
churches a deadline by which we 
had to cease and desist using those 
frequencies or face fines and penal-
ties.  This forced us, as well as every 
church using the old frequencies, to 
replace our wireless units.  Fortu-
nately we were able to locate ade-
quate units to meet our needs. 

From lung power to the digital 
power in sound support has been 
quite a journey.  The confusing 
piece for many of us is realizing that 
the purpose of our sound system is 
to provide intelligibility and sound 
support to the spoken, vocal and 
musical presentation of the word of 
God.  Loud is not the purpose or 
goal of our sound system.  Proper 
use of sound boards allows us to 
adjust each person so they sound 
natural and their voice and/or in-
strument is, hopefully, just right ð 
not too loud or too soft.  During 
the service we monitor the sound 
levels to maintain them in a com-
fortable and safe level, to avoid any 
damage to our hearing.  Most of the 
time you never realize the Sound/
AV team is there moving things 
smoothly through the service, tran-
sitioning from person to person, to 
choir, to bells and back again.  The 
constant monitoring and adjustment 
to as many as twelve open channels 
at a time with changes in how much 
sound is sent into the auditorium, 
the Narthex and patio, the sending 
AV material to the front screen, is 
all part of a normal Sunday for the 
Sound/AV crew.  Thankfully the 
times we experience a problem are 
rare and usually covered and cor-
rected with none the wiser except 
for those of us sitting at the boards 
with a bead of sweat on our brow.   

(AV HistoryðContinued from page 1) 

Are you interested in our fu-
ture? Best know what happened 
yesterday. 

History meetings are now 1st 
and 3rd Saturday mornings. 
9am to noon, Fellowship hall. 
Coffee and something very 
good is always served. 

 Are you cleaning house, throw-
ing out, making room, or just 
might have an article or picture, 
concerning the church, tucked 
away? Then the history com-
mittee wants to know all about 
it. 

We have a lot of work in pro-
gress including interviews, pres-
ervation of everything we have 
and then trying to inventory 
our collection. Remember you 
could be part of this. There are 
no age requirements, only be 
willing to work. 

See you December 3rd and De-
cember 17th. 

HPG  

History NEWS 
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Brent & Lynnette Udenby 
Daryl (Steve) Wade 
Marilyn Wade 
June Walker 
Mike & Jeanette Weatherby 
Elaine Parno-West 
Harvey Wieprecht 
Bill & Carolyn Wilson 
Lois Wilson 
Sharon Wood, Sarah 
Ed & Eileen Young 

Star Ziemer 
Marvel Abercrombie 
Linda Adams 
Linda Adamson 
Barbara Allen 
Betty Anderson 
Cathy Anderson 
Shirley Anderson 
John Andrew 
Jean Arndt 
Delores Backus 

Phyllis Baltz 
Larry & Sherre Barnett 
Colton Bechtold 
Jackie Bechtold 
Chris Beach 
Janice Beach 
Sarah Beach 
Bob & Chris Boughton 
Stephanie Bradley, Melissa, 
Dylan Margheim 

1 Julie Smith 
2 Betty Anderson 
5 Donna Huntley 
   Bailey Goins 
8 Mary McVicker 
   Diane Miller 
   HankLewis 

10 Sherie Sickels 
17 Maxine Stoffer 
20 Vera Grasser 
22 Barbara Grider 
23 Brianna Keller 
25 Jo Callister 
26 Eric Gustafson 

26 Sherry Gustafson 
27 Susan Schneider 
30 Cynthia O'Brien 
31 Sherre Barnett 
     Sharon Wood 
 

The Little Red Wagon 

ôTHE LITTLE RED WAGONõ 
continues every Sunday in Decem-
ber!  SnowCap will distribute the 
food to hundreds of families in 
need.  During these hard, economic 
times; the numbers rise daily.  If we 
all put one extra can of food in our 
basket each time we shop; our LIT-
TLE RED WAGON  will be over-
flowing every week! 

Here are some of the special things 
that SnowCap needs during  
December: 

¶ Cream of Mushroom soup  

¶ Green beans 
 
Some things that are needed 

 
12/22 Stephen and Elizabeth Feddersen 
12/31 Grant and Marilyn Beldin 

EVERY month are: 

¶ ALL CONDMENTSéthey go 
VERY quickly! 

¶ Tuna 

¶ Chili or other canned ômealsõ 

¶ Soup 

¶ Top Ramen Noodles (the small 
cases are very inexpensiveé
especially on sale!) 

¶ Canned vegetables 

¶ Canned fruit 

¶ Canned juice 

¶ Baby food, Baby formula & Diapers 
 
After three trips to SnowCap, Del 
Flener reports that we have contrib-
uted over 309 pounds of food to be 
used for those in need. Keep bringing 
a little something each week in Decem-
ber. 

Support those in need 
through SnowCap 
and support our Mis-
sions Commission 
by donating blankets 
during November and 
December.  

For more information 
on either of these op-
portunities to support 
those in need, please 
call the church office. 
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Fairview Mariners 
 
THE BIRTHDAY GROUP will meet 
December 1, at 11:30 a.m. at the Red 
Lobster in Gresham. Call Flo Marston at 503-665-6500 or 
Lorraine Mackey at 503-665-0008. 

In this economy, there are more people who 
need meals on a daily basis.  Thankfully, there 
are still people; who give of themselves, to help 
others have festive holiday meals.    

For an hour or two, everyone can enjoy Chris-
tian fellowship and be thankful for the blessings 
God has bestowedéeven in the worst of times.   

I can testify that the volunteers are, also, 
blessedéby the people they meet, the smiles of 
children and the testimonies they hear.   

It is a great experience for our children, too.  

If you would like to volunteer; here is a place 
that needs YOU!   (BakerséPIES are really 
needed this year.)       

Christmas Dinner, December 25th, 12-2 PM, 
in the Fellowship Hall at Rockwood United 
Methodist Church.  This dinner is put on by Jer-
emy Wilebski, Judy Alley and volunteers. . 
HAMS & PIES  are needed for this dinner. 
Volunteers are still needed, also.  Address: 
17805 SE Stark, Portland (Rockwood/E 188th 
MAX station)  
Contact Kari at kari@snowcap.org  
or 503.674.8785 ext. 37 for information. 

Holiday Opportunity  
to Volunteer 

Outriggers 

Outriggers December meeting will 
meet Saturday, December 17, at 6 
pm in Fellowship Hall with set up 
around 5 pm. Outriggers are responsible for coffee hour 
Saturday, December 4th. 

The Outriggers enjoyed their annual fall retreat on the Long 
Beach peninsula on the third weekend of October.  The 
weather was the best ever - all three days of beautiful sun-
shine.  Friday night was dinner at  the traditional seafood 
restaurant, Doogers, followed by games and visiting in the 
community room at the Super 8 Motel where most of the 
group stayed. 

Saturday morning we enjoyed our guest speaker, the local 
Presbyterian pastor, Jim Tweedie, speaking on the Kingdom 
of God.  The afternoon was open for walking on the board-
walk and the beach, napping, shopping ð and more visiting.  
A delicious potluck followed in the evening, and Sunday 
morning we attended the Ocean Beach  Presbyterian 
Church service in Seaview as a group,  before heading back 
home.  Approximately 26 were in attendance for the entire 
weekend, with extra guests for the potluck evening. 

Our group welcomes newcomers and visitors at any time.  
The December meeting will be held at the Fellowship Hall 
Saturday, December 17.  There is also a New Yearõs Eve 
party on the calendar in Fellowship Hall as well - not an 
òofficialó Outriggers gathering, and open to one and all.  
Note however that no child care is available. 

 Michael Allen Harrison & 
Friends, also featuring My Fa-
ther's House Kids Club Choir: 

Saturday, December 3rd 
11:00 am at The Old Church 
1433 SW 11th Ave, Portland 

Cost is $50 per person or two people 
for $75. 
Order tickets online at 
www.familyshelter.org or call 503-
492-3046 for more information. 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT & TEA 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 
   

 
 

1 
11:00am Fairview 

Mariners 11:30 @ 
Red Lobster 

12:00pm Art and 
Faith Group 

3:00pm Soundwave 
6:00pm YOUTH on 

FIRE-Jr High 

2 
6:00pm 

CPSM 

3 

9:30am 
Historical 
Research 
Mtg FH/CE 
Wing 

4 
8:30 Coffee w/ Michael OôBrien 
8:30am Sunday School 
9:30am Worship Service 
10:30am Coffee Hour 
10:30am Mission Comm Mtg 
10:30am Parish Life Comm Mtg 
5:00pm CPSM 
6:00 Bible Study at Ruth Her-
manceôs 

5 
2:30pm Power 

House 
4:30pm Coffee 

group at Shot 
in the Dark 
Coffee House 

6:45pm CPSM 
 

6 

4:30pm Evan-
gelism Mtg 

6:00pm Chris-
tian Ed Mtg 

7:00pm Stew-
ardship 
Comm Mtg 

  

7 
9:30am Bible 

Study at Ruth 
Hermanceôs  

5:00pm Childrens 
Choir 

6:15pm Jubilant 
Bells  

7:30pm  Chancel 
Choir  

8 
12:00pm Art and 

Faith Group 
3:00pm Soundwave 
6:00pm YOUTH on 

FIRE-Jr High 

9 
5:00-9:00 

pm 
CPSM 

10 
2:30pm 

CPSM 
Band Reh 

5:00-9:00pm 
   CPSM  

11 

9:00 Breakfast 
9:30am Worship Service 
10:30am Coffee Hour 
10:30am Blood Pressure Clinic 
2:00pm Conchords Concert 
5:00pm CPSM 
6:00 Bible Study at Ruth Her-
manceôs 

12 
2:30pm Power 

House 
4:30pm Coffee 

group at Shot 
in the Dark 
Coffee House 

6:45pm CPSM 

13 

6:00pm  
Session  
Meeting 

6:00pm Girl 
Scouts 

14 

9:30am Bible 
Study at Ruth 
Hermanceôs  

5:00pm Childrens 
Choir 

6:15pm Jubilant 
Bells  

7:30pm Chancel 
Choir  

15 
12:00pm Art and 

Faith Group 
3:00pm Soundwave 
6:00pm YOUTH on 

FIRE-Jr High 

16 
6:00pm 

CPSM 
 

17 
9:30am 

Historical 
Research 
Mtg FH/CE 
Wing 

6:00pm  
Outriggers   

18 
8:30 Coffee w/ Michael OôBrien 
8:30am Sunday School 
9:30am Worship Service 
10:30am Coffee Hour 
5:00pm CPSM 
 

19 

2:30pm Power 
House 

4:30pm Coffee 
group at Shot 
in the Dark  

6:45pm CPSM 

20 

7:00pm  
Deacons 
Meeting 

 
 

21 
4:00pm Childrens 

Choir 
6:15pm Jubilant 

Bells  
7:30pm Chancel 

Choir  

22 
12:00pm Art and 

Faith Group 
6:00pm YOUTH on 

FIRE-Jr High 

23 
6:00pm 

CPSM 

24 
2:30pm 

CPSM 
Band Re-
hearsal 

Christmas 
Eve Ser-
vices @ 
7:00 & 
11:00pm 

25 
9:30am Worship Service 
10:30am Coffee Hour 
5:00pm CPSM 
 

26 
2:30pm Power 

House 
4:30pm Coffee 

group at Shot 
in the Dark  

27 
10:00am 

Crafts / 
Prayer Shawl  
Ministry 

6:00pm Girl 
Scouts 

28 
6:15pm Jubilant 

Bells  
7:30pm Chancel 

Choir 

29 
12:00pm Art and 

Faith Group 
6:00pm YOUTH on 

FIRE-Jr High 

30 
6:00pm 

CPSM 

31 
8:00pm  

Outriggers   
New 
Years Eve 
Party 

Thanks to everyone who donated 

pies for SnowCap. The final count 

was 46!  
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Time Value 

Deliver by Dec 1, 2011 

Smith Memorial  
Presbyterian Church 

2420 NE Fairview Avenue 
Mailing:  PO Box 69 

Fairview, OR 97024-0069 
Contact us:  503-667-6800 Fax:  503-667-9517 

E-mail:  smpc@integra.net 
Website: SmithMemorialPres.org 

Facebook.com/SmithMemorialPres 

Church Staff 
Pastor:  Cynthia OõBrien 
Secretary:  Carolyn Sonnichsen  
Organist:  Marti Foat 
Bookkeeper:  Denise Brink 
Nursery Attendant:  Mariko Martinez 

Church Office Hours 
Mon-Thu 9:00am-12:30pm & 1:00pm-4:30pm 
Fri 9:00am to 1:00pm.  
Pastor Cynthia is at the church Sundays through 
Thursdays. For urgent needs you can call her 
home: 503-665-0733 or cell: 503-952-9186 
 
Newsletter:   Jeff Muceus 
NEWS articles are due by 14th of the month 

Coffee Group Meets Mondays 

A small group of men and women-
meet Mondays (excluding holidays) 
at  òShot in the Darkó coffee house 
from 4:30-6:00pm. (2517 SW Cherry 
Park Rd, Troutdale, OR) 

They meet to share in each otherõs joys or pray for 
each otherõs needs. Join them for spirited conver-
sations, fellowship and sharing with one another. 

Website: http://MyShotInTheDark.com 

For more info contact Linda Adams:  
503-512-7020 


